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To this day Legends of the Jews remains a most remarkable and comprehensive compilation of

stories connected to the Hebrew Bible. It is an indispensable reference on that body of literature

known as Midrash, the imaginative retelling and elaboration on Bible stories in which mythological

tales about demons and magic coexist with moralistic stories about the piety of the patriarchs.

Legends is the first book to which one turns to learn about the postbiblical understanding of the

biblical episode, or to discover the source for biblical legends that cannot be traced directly to the

Bible. It is also the place to find answers to such questions as the date of Abraham's birth; what was

Moses physical appearance; and what was the name of Potiphar's wife.
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Louis Ginzberg was born in Kovno (now Kaunas), Lithuania, in 1873. He began his university

studies in mathematics but eventually turned to the study of religion. His doctoral dissertation, which

documented the survival of various Jewish elaborations of the Bible in the writings of the Church

Fathers, prefigured his later work. He immigrated to America in 1899 and became a renowned

Judaic scholar. He died in New York City in 1953. --This text refers to an alternate Paperback

edition.

Have finished book two. Have read the Bible a few time but found The Legend of the Jews most



intriguing. Helpful in understanding things that I felt like for missing in the Bible.

Explains a LOT about the background I always wanted to know.

Books like these give me a more in-depth understanding of God's Chosen People and how He

cared for them. Thanks.

Read them all.

If you want the history behind the Bible, this is part of it. Really brings out the details and makes the

Bible a living book!

think i has heard of this but long forgot. so glad i found it.

Amazing retelling of the familiar stories, but with more detail.

sublime read as are each of the books in this series.a must for Bible studies in my opinion
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